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Western High Speed Rail Vision
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The Western 
Alliance was 
formed to fill in 
the gap
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Density and Urban Population
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Utah Population Perspectives
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The Western 
Alliance was 
formed to fill in 
the gap

Utah Population:  2.8m
Utah Population Density:  

12.9/sq km
Urban Population %:  90.6%



FrontLines 2015
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 UTA’s largest project in its 
history

 Sixth largest rail project       
(U.S. and Canada)

 Building 70 miles of rail in 
seven years

 One project that includes 
five lines
 Mid-Jordan TRAX
 West Valley TRAX
 FrontRunner South
 Draper TRAX
 Airport TRAX



One Project / Five Lines

• One $2.5 Billion Project
• Expecting to Nearly Double 
Daily Passengers

• 95% Complete
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FrontLines 2015 and Regional 
Connectivity

TRAX to FrontRunner
Connection at North 

Temple
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Transportation Spending:  Two 
Different Perspectives
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State of Utah Federal Spending

8% of the State of Utah 
budget is spent on 
transportation 3% of the Federal budget 

is spent on transportation 
and infrastructure



Regional Vision
WASATCH CHOICE FOR 2040

• Regional Growth 
Principles

(Developed by local elected officials):
– Transportation choices
– Integrate land‐use with 

transportation
– Housing choices
– Enhance the regional economy
– Strengthen sense of 

community
– Protect and enhance the 

environment 
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Utah’s Collaborative Environment
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Current HSR Planning in Utah

1. State Rail Plan Development
2. Out‐state Visioning

– Partnering with Envision Utah

3. Inclusion of HSR Corridors in Statewide Long 
Range Transportation Plans

– Follow up with Corridor/Environmental Studies

4. Continue Focus on FrontRunner
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Current HSR Planning in Utah

• Continue the Multi‐State Regional 
Collaboration
– Making the Case

• Population Growth…
• Economic Development…
• Regional Market Connections…
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Population Growth
 US expected to grow to 500 million people by 2050
 From 2000‐2030: Top 5 fastest growing states

 Nevada, Arizona, Florida, Texas, and Utah.
 88% of the nation’s growth will occur in the Southern 
and Western States. (U.S. Census)

 From 2005‐2060
 Current population of Utah is 2.8 million people.
 2060 population of Utah will be 6.84 million people 
or greater.

 Utah’s population will be more than double.
 From 2008‐2028

 Current population of Nevada is 2.78 million people.
 2028 population of Nevada will be 4.11 million 
people.
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Economic Development
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Line Total Developoment Estimated Transit Induced % Transit Induced
North/South 3,967,135,572$            2,287,820,272$                        58%
University Line 730,050,000$                346,550,000$                           47%
University Campus 905,751,289$                314,340,038$                           35%
West Valley* 204,400,000$                64,900,000$                              32%
Frontrunner North 250,000,000$                250,000,000$                           100%

Total 6,057,336,861$            3,263,610,310$                        54%

To be Built
Sugarhouse Estimate 405,000,000$                400,000,000$                           99%

Analysis In Progress
Mid‐Jordan LRT

To be Built
Airport
Draper
Frontrunner South

* Includes constructed and planned



Economic Development
• Air Quality and Economic Development is 
becoming a key defining issue in Utah
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Regional Market Connections
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• Intermountain West:  appropriate city to city 
distances



The Market is Right for HSR in 
Utah and the West!!

• Population growth is coming, we need to plan 
for it

• HSR can be a tool for economic growth
• Appropriate city pair distance
• Significant freight benefits for HSR
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THANK YOU
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Matt Sibul, Chief Planning Officer
Utah Transit Authority


