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Regional Vision
• Regional Growth Principles 

(Developed by local elected officials):
– Efficient and adequately– Efficient and adequately 

maintained infrastructure
– Regional mobility through 

transportation choices
– Integrate land‐use with 

transportation
– Provide housing for people in all 

life stages and incomesg
– Ensure public health & safety
– Enhance the regional economy
– Promote regional collaboration
– Strengthen sense of community
– Protect and enhance the 

environment 
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Family of Transit Optionsy p
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Transit Studies
9400 South

Next Tier $3.8B

Diesel Multi Unit (DMU)
Brigham City

Westside Transit

Bus Rapid Transit
Mountain View Corridor
Utah County
3500 South
Taylorsville/Murray

StreetcarStreetcar
South Davis
Sugar House
Ogden

Commuter Rail
Payson Extension
Brigham City Extension
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UTA Network will ProvideUTA Network will Provide 
Feeder/Distribution function /

for HSR
90% of residents90% of residents 
along the Wasatch 

Front withinFront within 
one mile

of a major transitof a major transit 
stop by 2030
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Western High Speed Rail VisionWestern High Speed Rail Vision

The Western 
Alliance was 
formed to fill in
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formed to fill in 
the gap



Expected Population GrowthExpected Population Growth
US expected to grow to 500 million people by 2050
From 2000‐2030: Top 5 fastest growing states

Nevada, Arizona, Florida, Texas, and Utah.
88% of the nation’s growth will occur in the Southern 
and Western States. (U.S. Census)

From 2005‐2060
Current population of Utah is 2.7 million people.
2060 population of Utah will be 6.84 million people or 
greater.
Utah’s population will be more than double.

From 2008‐2028
Current population of Nevada is 2.78 million people.
2028 population of Nevada will be 4.11 million people.

New Transportation solutions will be need to support this amount 
of growth in a sustainable manner
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Utah Foundation Report Key FindingsUtah Foundation Report Key Findings

• Non‐HSR investments: Most countries haveNon HSR investments:  Most countries have 
reasonable air and road networks  

• Urban population 42 92% US: 82• Urban population 42‐92% US: 82

• US has the highest per capita GDP

• Per Capita infrastructure investment in the US 
is low

• Cultural Conditions are weak for HSR in the US
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Non HSR Transport NetworkNon HSR Transport Network
Key Point:  Most HSR countries have well 
developed road and air infrastructure
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Urban PopulationUrban Population 
Key Point:  US’s population is more urbanized 
than many other HSR countriesthan many other HSR countries. 
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Infrastructure Investment
Key Point:  The US spends less on infrastructure 
than other counties
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GDP Per CapitaGDP Per Capita 
Key Point: The US has the highest GDP in 
the worldthe world
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Cultural Conditions for HSR
Key Point: The US is low in some key cultural 
measures for HSR implementation
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Infrastructure Report 
C dCard
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• 2009 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure
• Source: www.asce.org/reportcard



The Market is Right for HSR in the 
West

• Population growth is coming we need to planPopulation growth is coming, we need to plan 
for it

• HSR can be a tool for economic growth• HSR can be a tool for economic growth

• Appropriate city pair distance

• Significant freight benefits for HSR

• Move the discussion forward.  The Envision 
Utah process shows, with good info the public 
will make good decisiong
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Thank YouThank You
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HRS Economic BenefitsHRS Economic Benefits

• Initial construction jobsInitial construction jobs

• Long term operating jobs

d i f ffi i• Improved infrastructure efficiency
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Economic Analysis of Infrastructure 
Investment

• 84% of American’s 
support greatersupport greater 
investments to address 
infrastructure problems
I f• Infrastructure 
investments have a 
higher return than 
i i lprivate capital 

investment
• Create middle class jobsj
• Lower construction costs 
by building now

Source: US Dept of the Treasury
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Source: US Dept of the Treasury



City Pair Distancesy
• Connect City Center to City Center

ffi i f h id di l• More efficient for short‐to mid‐distance travel or 
connecting travel between cities
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(Ending #2 ‐ Anja Graves Info)

Intermountain West
• Connectivity between 

Intermountain West
y

metropolitan transit 
systems, inter‐city rail 
and a national railand a national rail 
network

• Goal: to strengthen and 
connect communities 
through planning and 
the wise investment ofthe wise investment of 
physical, economical 
and human resources.
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Envision USEnvision US
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Opportunity for the West‐‐ HSR is a 
lNatural

• Other issues John may like to touch on include: 
1 P f t f d i Ut h i t f bli t it• 1. Passage of tax referenda in Utah in support of public transit, 

• 2. UTA successful work with the freight rail road‐$200M for 200 miles
• 3. Investments in infrastructure have provided vast benefits to the nation in the 

past, including improving and maintaining Global economic competitiveness and 
d i d d f i ilreducing our dependence on foreign oil.

• 4. When designing and developing a national rail network, the issue of 
connectivity is among the most important: treating all modes of transportation as 
complementary will allow us to design systems that will work together to improve 
the livability of our communitiesthe livability of our communities.

• 5. Federal policy should incentivize the fastest, safest, most cost efficient and 
environmentally friendly way of moving passengers and freight.

• 6. Effective, focused research, applied through standards developed by and 
through the industry are a proven method of controlling costs ensuringthrough the industry are a proven method of controlling costs, ensuring 
interconnectivity of systems, and expediting project delivery by minimizing project 
specific development requirements.
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BeijingBeijing



FrontLines 2015FrontLines 2015
UTA’s largest project in its 
historyhistory
Sixth largest rail project       
(U.S. and Canada)
B ildi 70 il f il iBuilding 70 miles of rail in 
seven years
One project that includes 
fi e linesfive lines

Mid-Jordan TRAX
West Valley TRAX
FrontRunner South
Draper TRAX
Airport TRAX
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Airport TRAX



One Project / Five Lines

• One $2.8 Billion Project

• Expecting to Nearly Double 
Daily Passengersy g

• Beyond 50% Complete
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West Valley Line 
on 2700 West 
(looking North)

West Valley Line 
Bridge over Roper Yard

(looking West)( g )
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North Temple ViaductNorth Temple Viaduct



North Temple 
TRAX/F tRTRAX/FrontRunner 

Station

North Temple Viaduct
Transfer to Frontrunner 

Station
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Airport Welcome CenterAirport Welcome Center

Welcome Center Video 2.wmv



Master Planned Communities Walking 
d kand Biking Amenities

Reston, VA

Kingwood, TX

Daybreak, UT

The Woodlands TXThe Woodlands, TX




